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adjustment to reality through the necessary consent to pain; on the
other hand, an excess of masochism naturally provokes a defen e,
and, fleeing from the dangers of an excessive masochism, woman
turns away from her tasks, from her femininity. Masochism will then
have the same effect as an abnormally intensified sensitivity to pain
produced by excessive self-love. This sensitivity mobilizes a defence
that can result in all sorts of disturbances of the feminine functions.
Thus, fear of pain may stem either from excessive masochism or the
excessive narcissistic intolerance of the ego, which refuses to accept
any discomfort. Each of these two important factors of the psyche,
masochism and narcissism, may work against the requirements of the
reproductive function. Thus the destiny of woman as the servant of
reproduction likewise depends on the harmonious co-operation of
masochism and narcissism.13

13 At this point I should like to defend my prex~ious work against a misinterpretation.
K. Horney contends that I regard feminine masochism as an "elemental power in
feminine mental life" and that, according to my view, "what woman ultimately
wants in intercourse is to be raped and violated; what she wants in mental life is
to be humiliated." It is true that I consider masochism stan elemental power in
feminine life," but in my previous studies and also in this one I have tried to show
that one of woman's tasks is to govern this masochism, to steer it into the right
paths, and thus to protect herself against those dangers that Horney thinks I con-
sider woman's ''normal" lot. Cf. K. Horney: New ways in psychoanalysis.
New York: Norton, 1938, p. no.